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 pander to (verb) - to do or say something to satisfy someone or someone’s (wrong) desire in order to 

get some advantage/benefit from it; satisfy, fulfil, indulge, gratify, soap. 

E.g. Research has shown that for the biggest tech companies and other corporations that are major 

income producers, the H-1B visa helps to create jobs for American workers, that bringing in high-skill 

individuals can actually boost the U.S. economy. In that climate, to pander to those people who are 

not necessarily the most highly educated or possess the highest technical skills is bad, because it is not 

going to create jobs, but actually take away jobs. 

 shovel-ready (adjective) - relating to the construction project where planning is ready and approved 

that construction can begin at any time, if sufficient funds are provided. 

E.g. Prime Minister Boris Johnson promised £1 billion for school repairs and a further £4 billion for 

“shovel-ready” projects from road maintenance to public transport in what he said was a new 

“infrastructure revolution” that will also build new homes. 

 linchpin (noun) - the most important person/thing in an organisation/a system which holds together 

all the other members/parts to function as a unit. 

E.g. The dice is now even more loaded in favour of the tech-savvy. Thanks to the lockdown, our lives 

have gone online with everything from teaching to business to socialising. Good online access has 

emerged as the linchpin of the new normal. 

 whack-a-mole (noun) - a situation in which problems are popping up continuously & randomly (as 

soon as you solve a problem, another one appears and so on) and all efforts taken to fix them are only 

producing incomplete or temporary results. 

E.g. Working from home may reduce time on travelling, but is that really making you more efficient? 

As power cuts, network errors and hanging systems pop up alternatively like in a game of whack-a-

mole, you pine (wish) for the strong arms of the office WiFi to cradle you. 

 awash (with) (adjective) - filled, flooded, overflowing, fraught, swamped, rife. 

E.g. Indian Twitter is awash with desperate pleas from the family members of seriously ill Covid-19-

positive people, begging for help securing a hospital bed after being turned away by everyone. 

 botch (verb) - to perform a task carelessly & awkwardly; to work clumsily; mishandle, mismanage, 

bungle, do badly, mess up/screw up. 

E.g. It would be one thing if every other rich nation in the world botched it as badly as has America. 

But even Italy – not always known for the effectiveness of its leaders or the pliability of its citizens – 

has contained the virus and is reopening without a resurgence. 

 labyrinthine (adjective) - complicated, intricate, complex, confusing, baffling, perplexing, maze-like. 

E.g. Dharavi, Asia’s most crowded slum in Mumbai, India, Till May a novel coronavirus hotspot, it’s 

now turned into a potential success story, even drawing the Centre’s praise. Having emerged as a 

model in the fight against coronavirus, this labyrinthine maze of shanties is restarting its economic 

engine, with several small factories. 

 prodigious (adjective) - enormous, huge, large, colossal, massive; extremely impressive, amazing, 

extraordinary, phenomenal. 

E.g. Are children who consume prodigious amounts of sugary drinks at higher risk for cardiovascular 

disease?” 
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 ephemeral (adjective) - temporary, short-term, transitory, momentary, short-lived, brief. 

E.g. President George H.W. Bush washed away the sins of Tiananmen in 1989 for ephemeral 

geopolitical gain. 

 frown on/upon (phrasal verb) - disapprove of, be against, discourage, dislike, disfavor. 

E.g. In the early 1980s, coding became something kids could do at home, but family norms were-not 

universally, but most often-that parents urged boys to embrace the mechanical, tech stuff, and 

frowned on girls who did the same. 

 hamstring (verb) - restrict, cripple, hinder, obstruct, slow down (the ability or efficiency of 

someone/something); to make ineffective, to make powerless. 

E.g. President Donald Trump has brushed off warnings and pushed States to reopen businesses in 

hopes of reviving the crippled economy before the election on November 3, a goal that would be 

hamstrung if parents had to remain at home with their children this fall. 

 springboard (noun) - something which provides support or motivation to do a particular course of 

action. 

E.g. This crisis is a springboard for bolder solutions to rebuild biodiversity and ecosystems and reverse 

the effects of the climate emergency. 

 crass (adjective) - very stupid, insensitive, mindless, rude, uncivilized, impolite (and not caring other 

people’s emotions/feelings); gross, total, complete, outright, thorough, blatant. 

E.g. The Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan criticised a hospital for not admitting a pregnant woman 

fearing she had COVID-19. He described the action as a crass violation of medical ethics and warned 

such offences would entail prosecution. 

 felon (noun) - criminal, lawbreaker, offender, wrongdoer.  

E.g. President Donald Trump’s long-time ally Roger Stone was prosecuted and convicted because he 

committed federal crimes. He remains a convicted felon, and rightly so” former Special Counsel 

Robert Mueller wrote. 

 red herring (noun) - misleading or distracting clue/information/argument; something that misleads or 

distracts from a main topic/subject/issue; bluff, trick, deception, smokescreen. 

E.g. The health of our workplaces and communities requires us not to be distracted by red herring 

explanations but to keep calling for a post- Covid-19 future that puts these foundations firmly in place 

at last. 

 brazen (it) out (phrasal verb) - to act or behave confidently & shamelessly (even after doing 

something wrong & also by not admitting that); put a bold face on it, be defiant, be unashamed. 

E.g. Transparent, competitive tendering is a crucial defence against cronyism and corruption. It is 

essential to integrity in public life and public trust in politics. But the government doesn’t seem to 

care. Its strategy is to brazen out disgrace until public outrage subsides. We know it cheats and lies. It 

knows that we know, and it doesn’t care. 

 boisterous (adjective) - active, vibrant, energetic, noisy, overexcited, high-spirited, disorderly, 

unrestrained, undisciplined, uproarious. 

E.g. The boisterous throngs (mob/crowd) that had greeted Mr. Trump and Mr. Sessions at an August 

2015 rally were a distant memory as Mr. Sessions conceded defeat in Alabama’s Republican Senate 
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runoff. That vote ended Mr. Sessions’ hopes of reclaiming the Senate seat he abandoned to join Mr. 

Trump’s administration. 

 vacillate (verb) - keep changing one’s mind; be indecisive, be irresolute, be undecided, be uncertain. 

E.g. While the President and his campaign strategists have been intent on portraying him as tough on 

China for re-election purposes, Mr. Trump has vacillated wildly in both his language and actions on the 

Chinese government since taking office in 2017. He has criticised China on some issues, particularly 

trade. But he has also lavished praise on President Xi Jinping, pleaded with Mr. Xi to help him win re-

election…. 

 smear (verb) - blacken, defame, damage, vilify, slander, libel (someone’s good name or reputation, 

particularly with untrue statements made public). 

E.g. President Trump’s hypocrisy accompanies him everywhere, from the Oval Office to his residences 

to his Twitter account and, notably, to the courthouse. Over the years, Trump has relied on the 

protections of the First Amendment while routinely smearing political opponents and critics in the 

media. 

 predatory (adjective) - greedy, rapacious, exploitative, avaricious. 

E.g. Likewise, Washington’s overbearing, predatory behaviour towards friends and allies may also 

change dramatically if Biden wins in November. The Democrat, mocked by Trump for being soft on 

China, has been more sharply critical of Beijing of late. 

 crystal ball (noun) - a clear crystal/glass ball used by fortune-tellers (crystal-gazers) to predict future 

events by looking into it. 

E.g. After intensive research, Prof Sarah Gilbert, from Oxford’s Jenner Institute, said they were more 

than happy with the first results, which showed good immunity after a single dose of vaccine. Gilbert 

and her colleagues, who once said they could have a vaccine by September, will not predict when it 

might be available. “None of us have a crystal ball,” she said. 

 acclimatise (to) (verb) - adjust, adapt, attune, accommodate, get accustomed, get used (to new 

conditions). 

E.g. In a brilliant essay at the beginning of this year, the author Mark O’Connell described this process 

as “the slow atrophying (declining) of our moral imaginations”. We are acclimatising ourselves to our 

existential crisis. 

 sinophobia (noun) - a fear or dislike of China, its people, or Chinese culture, whereas Sinophilia is a 

strong interest and love for Chinese culture or its people. 

E.g. Trump has since made his feelings known through protectionist tariffs, trade sanctions and his 

encouragement of sinophobia as a way of attacking Biden. 

 tiggerish (adjective) - (excessively) bouncy, lively, energetic, and cheerful”. (from Tigger, a fictional 

tiger character in Winnie-the- Pooh classic children’s stories). 

E.g. In the past few weeks his normal Tiggerish enthusiasm and goodwill to all has given way to 

something rather more vulnerable. 

 brain drain (noun) - a term commonly used to describe the movement/emigration of highly skilled 

individuals or professionals from one country to another country in search of better jobs, lucrative 

salaries and higher standards of living. 
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E.g. As countries welcome fleeing Hongkongers, the Chinese territory is likely to see a brain drain. 

 recrimination (noun) - a situation in which people are accusing each other; an act of accusing 

someone who has accused you; mutual accusation(s), counter-accusation(s), countercharge, 

counterattack, retaliation. 

E.g. China is engaged in a disinformation campaign to shift its responsibility in the spread of the 

coronavirus, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has alleged. “Now is not the time for recrimination. 

Now is the time to solve this global pandemic and work to take down risks to Americans and people all 

across the world,” he also told. 

 influence peddling (noun) - the misuse of influence/power in order to obtain a favourable decision 

from a public authority or administration to the advantage of a third party, usually in return for 

(monetary) benefit provided by that third party. 

E.g. In terms of overt (visible) and covert (hidden) influencepeddling, arm-twisting and behind-the-

scenes meddling, the US leaves Russia in the shade. And by hook or by crook, Washington, unlike 

Moscow, usually gets its way. 

 globetrotting (noun/adjective) - (noun) the action of travelling throughout the world regularly; (adj) 

travelling throughout the world regularly; a globetrotter is a world traveler. 

E.g. After SARS outbreak in 2002 & 2003, China built a nationwide disease surveillance network and 

formidable bioscience capacity. But in 2020 none of these preparations were enough to offset risks 

coming from other directions: ever more rigid top-down politics inside China and a globetrotting 

population with direct international flights from Wuhan. 

 balk (at) (verb) - be unwilling to, be reluctant to, refuse to (do/accept something, because it is 

difficult, threatening, unpleasant, etc,.). 

E.g. Centuries of environmental exploitation have put us in a fragile position on this planet. While 

some may balk at the costs of avoiding environmental breakdown, or fail to understand the value of 

preserving a species of butterfly, frog or fish, most of us recognise that Covid-19 has brought death 

and economic misery on a global scale. 

 hunker down (phrasal verb) - to stay in a particular place for a long time, especially for protection; to 

prepare yourself to stay focused on a task in order to achieve something; to sit on your heels by 

bending your knees, squat. 

E.g. British PM Borris Johnson and other ministers held daily televised briefings from Downing Street 

on coronavirus until June 23, which were widely watched as people hunkered down in homes during 

the lockdown. Its connect prompted Johnson to consider White House-style daily briefings. 

 delinquent (adjective) - relating to a person who fails to do (pay) his/her (financial) obligation by the 

due date; irresponsible, negligent, careless (in one’s duty). 

E.g. The US is planning to pull nearly 12,000 troops out of Germany in a move the Pentagon insisted 

was about long-term strategy but which Donald Trump said was to punish Berlin for low defence 

spending. The President Donald Trump told journalists at the White House he had ordered the troop 

withdrawal because Berlin was being “delinquent” by not spending enough money on defence. Trump 

wrongly claimed, as he has many times in the past, that Germany was not paying its “Nato fees”. 

************************************************************************************** 
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 let the cat out of the bag (phrase) - to tell or reveal a secret unintentionally. 

E.g. Even before he became President, candidate Trump talked about how he was probably going to 

go after immigrants and immigration, although he did not let the cat out of the bag over H-1B or 

professional workers. 

 a red rag to a bull (phrase) - something that irritates a person and makes him/her very angry. 

E.g. The plant based products like soya milk & almond milk are like a red rag to a bull to some dairy 

farmers. They want governments to decree the word “milk” should be reserved for milk from 

mammals. They argue letting plant-based products be called milk is potentially misleading consumers. 

 dice is/are loaded in favour (phrase) - a situation where everything is arranged to someone’s 

advantage/benefit. 

E.g. The dice is now even more loaded in favour of the tech-savvy. Thanks to the lockdown, our lives 

have gone online with everything from teaching to business to socialising. Good online access has 

emerged as the linchpin of the new normal. 

 throw the baby out with the bathwater (phrase) - throw something valuable away with something 

unwanted. 

E.g. By challenging the Indian notion of the LAC there, the Chinese appear to be throwing out the baby 

with the bathwater– in other words, rejecting the entire 27-year effort to resolve the border dispute 

by narrowing the area of differences along the LAC and eventually working towards a political deal to 

arrive at a mutually acceptable border line. 

 live high on the hog (phrase) – live luxuriously with a lot of money.  

E.g. At that time, Greece was considered a lazy, corrupt country that had been living high on the hog 

for a long time, whose moment of reckoning was upon them, and this was being reinforced by the 

media. 

 get on one’s high horse (phrase) - behave arrogantly by thinking that you are better than others, you 

know more about something than others and what you say is always right. 

E.g. But before they saddle up (get on) their high horses, western politicians and commentators 

should remember that the paths trodden (walked by crushing something) by their own countries en 

route to national greatness, conventionally defined, were likewise littered (messed up) with the 

corpses (dead bodies) of native peoples, slaves, unbelievers, dissidents, vanquished rivals, rigged 

markets, unfair trade, broken treaties and outraged principles. 

 one man’s meat is another man’s poison (phrase) – different people like different things; I may hate 

something that you like. 

E.g. One man’s meat, they say, is another man’s poison. This statement appears to accurately capture 

the implications of many Covid-related relief measures announced on Indian savers and investors. As 

a hyperactive industry lobbies flood the government with suggestions on dues that can be waived, 

compliances that can be done away with and laws that can be diluted to facilitate ease of doing 

business in these terrible times, a key casualty has been the interest of folks who aren’t savvy or 

organised enough to represent their interests to the government. 

 an ace up one’s sleeve (phrase) - a secret plan or idea that can be used when required. 
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E.g. Yet Joe Biden may have an ace up his sleeve: his choice of a vicepresidential running mate. Many 

are urging him to pick a woman of colour, such as Kamala Harris of California. As this contest between 

two elderly white men inevitably tightens, a fresher, younger, more representative face on the ticket 

could make the difference. 

 toot/blow one’s own horn (phrase) - boast, brag, praise one’s own skills, successes and 

achievements; congratulate oneself, show off. 

E.g. When the Korean government was busy blowing its own horn, doctors of the Korean Medical 

Association (KMA) were left frustrated. The group has been giving medical advice to the government 

for policy decisions. 

 meet the new boss, same as the old boss (phrase) - nothing changes and so don’t get fooled again. 

E.g. There are differences, of course, in Beijing’s ideology, motives and method. But the primary aim – 

the desire to be top dog (chief/boss) – is identical. Contemporary China apes (imitates) ancient 

enemies. China’s future peons should recall the Who’s famous 1971 lyric, “Meet the new boss, same 

as the old boss” – to ensure they don’t get fooled again. 

 make good on something (phrase) - do what you say, keep a promise, fulfill an 

obligation/commitment. 

E.g. The United States on Tuesday formally started its withdrawal from the WHO, making good on 

Trump’s threats to deprive the UN body of its top donor over its management of the pandemic. 

 turn one’s back on (phrase) - abandon, give up, reject, renounce. 

E.g. The lockdown has lifted in most places and the economy is slowly re-opening, but there is a 

severe shortage of labour. Ajeet Mahale and K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj report on how cities that had 

turned their backs on migrant workers for more than two months now want them back. 

 pour oil on troubled waters (phrase) - pacify, calm down, assuage, appease (a difficult situation). 

E.g. Like all airlines, British Airways has seen massive cuts in revenue as governments restricted travel 

to stop the spread of the coronavirus. The airline has told its longest-serving cabin staff they face a 

20% cut in basic pay or they will lose their jobs. British Airways has now promised that cabin crew will 

not lose more than 20% of their basic pay. This offer may be an attempt to pour oil on troubled 

waters, but the reaction so far suggests it’s unlikely to be effective. 

 pull no punches (phrase) - speak straightforwardly and honestly, blast/criticize someone bluntly, hold 

nothing back, be forceful/severe (particularly when criticizing someone). 

E.g. Senator Mitt Romney, who infuriated Mr. Trump when he became the only Republican to vote to 

convict the President in his impeachment trial, pulled no punches on Saturday. “Unprecedented, 

historic corruption: an American President commutes (reduces) the sentence of a person convicted by 

a jury of lying to shield that very President,” he tweeted. 

 in a league of one’s own (phrase) - It refers to a person who is so good at what he/she does, and so 

they cannot be compared to others; be much better than the others; be far more superior than 

others. 

E.g. In terms of economic power, military might, global influence and ability to pollute the planet, two 

powers – China and the US – clearly stand in a league of their own. 
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 a slap on the back (phrase) - an expression of praise or approval; congratulations, commendation, 

accolades, compliments, a round of applause. 

E.g. When secret coronavirus contracts are awarded without competition, it’s deadly serious. There 

was no advertisement for the work, and no competition. No official notice of the award has yet been 

published. The deal appears to have been done with a handshake and a slap on the back. 

 in the dim and distant past (phrase) - to mention that something happened a very long time ago and 

so it is difficult to remember. 

E.g. H1N1 killed more than half a million people around the world in just one year. No one remembers 

this because it happened in the dim and distant past, way back in 2009-2010. Actually, it’s not a 

function of time, it’s a function of impact. No one stopped the world for H1N1. 

 cast/spread your net wide (phrase) - to try as many things as possible so that you will find what you 

want. 

E.g. Just feeling like you want to go get a test is really not the best strategy, but we know that most of 

the spread are from asymptomatic people, particularly young adults, so you have to cast a wide net 

and I think we’re able to do that,” Adm. Brett Giroir, assistant secretary for health at HHS, said in an 

interview on CNBC 

 like water off a duck’s back (phrase) - used to describe insult/criticism/remark that has no effect on 

someone; be unemotional, be undemonstrative, be unresponsive (to insults/criticisms/remarks). 

E.g. This was Judge Barbara Jaffe’s take on Twitter: “Indeed, to some, truth itself has been lost in the 

cacophony of online and Twitter verbiage to such a degree that it seems to roll off the national 

consciousness like water off a duck’s back.” 

 piggy in the middle (phrase) - a person who gets involved in a difficult situation between two 

opposing/arguing people. 

E.g. What’s left is a post-Brexit UK global strategy that largely boils down to a risky gamble on 

expanding relationships with two superpowers that don’t rate or respect Britain and which are fiercely 

at odds with each other. Johnson is reduced to playing piggy in the middle. 

 go pear-shaped (phrase) - go wrong, fail, go awry. 

E.g. It feels to me that, with the arrival of Covid-19, and everything going with it, that everything else 

in our beautiful country has gone pear-shaped. It is as if everyone has lost the ability to think clearly, 

there is no logic to anything and commonsense has flown out of the door. 

 dog ate my homework (phrase) - a silly excuse (by someone for not doing something on time). 

E.g. One post by a pseudonymous (fake) Reddit user sparked anger after they alleged that TikTok is “a 

data-collection service … thinly veiled as a social network”, but the user lost evidence for their claims 

because of a motherboard failure – the digital equivalent of your dog eating your homework. 

 flash in the pan (phrase) - it refers to a person or thing that is popular or gets noticed, but only for a 

short period of time; one-off success, brief success; a temporary/brief effort that produces no really 

major result. 

E.g. Prime Minister Narendra Modi did well by reaching out to SAARC leaders earlier this year, but 

such flash in the pan moments won’t help without sustained engagement. 
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 on the hoof (phrase) - if you do something on the hoof, you do it quickly without proper planning & 

attention to detail as you are doing something else at the same time. 

E.g. A competent government does not run a country on the hoof, and it will not steer us through this 

global health and economic crisis that way. 

 take one’s eye off the ball (phrase) - to stop paying attention to the most important matter in hand. 

E.g. The UK “took its “eye off the ball” in relation to Russia’s attempts to meddle in British politics and 

deliberately “glossed over (concealed)” allegations of a Kremlin-sponsored influence campaign during 

the Brexit referendum, an influential group of UK lawmakers say. 

 pale in/by comparison (phrase) - to seem small/less important/less serious when compared to 

someone or something. 

E.g. Current distribution plans for the Oxford vaccine are an alarming reminder of what happens when 

you leave a public resource in the hands of a single company. Around 300m doses have been 

promised for developing countries by the end of this year – a welcome step, but one that pales in 

comparison with the 400m doses that will go to the US and UK. 

 by hook or by crook (phrase) - by any means/methods possible (be taken to accomplish a goal 

whether they are morally right/wrong). 

E.g. In terms of overt (visible) and covert (hidden) influence-peddling, arm-twisting and behind-the-

scenes meddling, the US leaves Russia in the shade. And by hook or by crook, Washington, unlike 

Moscow, usually gets its way. 

 hither and thither (phrase) - in random directions, particularly in a disorderly manner; from place to 

place, to and fro, back and forth, from pillar to post. 

E.g. The impression given by the cabinet throughout the pandemic has been constant. It is of a group 

of ministers and scientists in a bunker, all terrified for their headlines and reputations, blown hither 

and thither by unreliable data. 

 train one’s guns on (phrase) - it (figuratively) means to give close, possibly hostile, attention to 

something; targeting someone/something. 

E.g. So now we have causes célèbres (controversial/famous legal trials), given the issues and the 

players. Going by his record, Mr. prashant Bhushan will not back down. Indeed, he may well welcome 

the centre stage he is now getting, and one can be sure he will train his guns on the narrative of 

corruption within the judiciary. 

 take a swipe at (phrase) - (figuratively) to criticize or insult someone.  

E.g. Actor Amitabh Bachchan sharply criticised anonymous trolls on social media. He mentioned: “The 

reason for your writing to be noticed was because you took a swipe at Amitabh Bachchan… that shall 

no longer exist! If by God’s grace I live and survive you shall have to be ‘weathering’ the ‘swipe’ storm, 

not just from me, but on a very conservative level, from 90+ million followers (sic).” 

 keep a/the lid on (phrase) - to keep something under control, to stop the situation getting worse (or) 

to keep something as secret from being known to other people. 

E.g. Hong Kong, which has kept a relatively tight lid on infections until now, is on the verge of a large-

scale community outbreak, according to its chief executive, which could lead to the collapse of the 

hospital system. 


